Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 292 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.118; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.3.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Bruker, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
D-HÁ
Following our studies on the synthesis of bisimide derivatives (Li et al., 2007) , we report here the structure of the title compound ( Fig. 1) . The two phthalimide units are linked by a (phenoxy)phenylene bridge. The dihedral angle between the planes of the two central benzene rings is 86.1 (4)° The isoindole groups make dihedral angles of 46.0 (14)° and 77.5 (13)°w ith the attached benzene rings. Compared to a similar structure, N,N'-(methylenedi-p-phenylene)diphthalimide (Li et al., 2007) , the packing pattern is different; this may be due to the bridging methylene group being replaced by the bridging O atom. Intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds contribute to the stability of the structure (Table 1) .
Experimental
A solution of phthaloyl dichoride (420 mg, 2 mmol) was added slowly over a period of 10 min to a solution of 4-aminophenyl ether (400 mg, 2 mmol) in dichloromethane (25 ml) at 273 K to yield a light yellow precipitate. Triethylamine (5 ml) was then added to dissolve the precipitate which became a yellow suspension after stirring for 12 h. The compound was filtered and dried (yield 510 mg, 70%). Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by recrystallization from dimethylformamide at room temperature.
Refinement
All H atoms were initially located in a difference Fourier map; they were then placed in calculated positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C--H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). In the absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, Friedel pairs were merged. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. H atoms have been omitted. Atomic displacement parameters (Å 
